
9th Grade Advanced World Literature 
Summer Reading 

 
Purchase, read, research, and analyze the following texts: 
Required Books:  

• How to Read Literature Like a Professor Revised  by Thomas C Foster 
• To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper Lee 

 
Choose 1 of the following: 

• Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  
• The God of Small Things  by Arundhati Roy   
• Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 

 
During the first week of class, you will have a test on the texts for 300 points.  
The test will involve short answer and discussion questions. If you are taking the course in 
the fall semester, you will have a test in the fall during class time. If you are taking the 
course in the spring semester, you will have a test in the spring during class time. You will 
not be allowed to use your novels for the test. You will also write multiple essays and 
analysis of the texts including how to incorporate the information from How to Read 
Literature Like a Professor to the other works.  
 
You will be responsible for knowing the plot, characters, symbols, and themes of each 
work. 

• Plot includes all events that occur in the novel: the exposition, the rising action, the 
turning point, the falling action, the climax, the denouement, etc. 

• Character information includes items such as protagonist, antagonist, foils, 
archetypes, physicalities, behaviors, etc. 

• Symbols will need to be connected to what they symbolize with supporting evidence 
from the text (from your memory). 
 

Notes for theme:  
• A theme is a full sentence that reflects the universal lesson of the text. 
• A theme is something that can apply to elements outside of the text. 
• A theme begins with an abstract noun and continues into a complete sentence. 
• Theme example: True love lasts forever. 
• You will be required to provide evidence (from you memory of the text) that this 

theme is accurate in accordance with the plot of the novel. 
 
* Note that titles of novels and plays are underlined when handwritten and italicized 
when typed. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Arundhati-Roy/e/B000AP7ZT4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

